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On the landOn the land

Small cattle could be big 
business for an astute 
Nar Nar Goon North woman. 
Alison Livermore told 
Danny Buttler she hopes 
miniature Herefords could 
become a regular feature 
of the rural landscape.

Cute 
enough toeat
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L
ESS may be more when it comes 
to Herefords. 
The famous British cattle breed  is 
now available in a new compact, 
easy to handle size, just right for 

today’s busy hobby farmer.
Alison Livermore, who runs the 28-acre 

Winmore Stud in Nar Nar Goon North with 
partner John Murphy, believes the stumpy-
legged versions of the standard Hereford - 
the back of a bull comes up to about waist 
height - could be more than just a novelty 
animal that keeps the grass down..

Alison sees miniature Hereford breeding 
as a way to make better use of smaller 
acreages that are often used as little more 
than rest homes for sheep.

“All these little hobby farms that 
are around, they could be viable little 
businesses, so that land doesn’t have to sit 
there and do nothing,” she said.

For the past five years, Alison has 
moved from experimenting with the cattle to 
spreading the gospel of the bantam bovines.

It was a big step into little cows for 
someone who grew up in the fruit business.

Alison’s parents, Douglas and Margaret 
were fruit growers at their “Winmore” 
property in Vermont, before pioneering kiwi 
fruit growing at Avonsleigh. Her brother 
Stephen now runs the successful vineyard.

She now has a herd consisting of two 
bulls, a couple of heifers and 10 cows, all 
of which can be handled by farm novices.

“Temperament wise they are easy for 
people who aren’t from a a farm background 
to manage,” Alison said. 

“Even with the bull, I can just cruise 
around them, I don’t need to carry a stick 
or anything.”

“He knows I’m the boss, but if you show 
you are worried about him, he will take 
advantage of that, But they become pets 
so easily - give them a scratch and they are 
putty in your hands.”

The boom in lifestyle properties on the 
urban fringe made Alison think of what these 
small landholders needed for their land. 
She reckons a mini-Hereford or three is the 
answer.

“I am in an area surrounded by a whole 
lot of little properties, some are only a 
couple of acres, some are 60 acres, and a 
lot of people don’t want to handle big cattle 
and they don’t have the facilities anyway,” 
she said.

“These guys fitted the bill, as far as I was 
concerned, for a whole lot of hobby farmers 
who need something to keep the grass down 
or to cross graze with their horses, to put 
in the freezer or to have as pets - because 
these guys are really cute.”

An advantage of having a smaller grazer 
in the paddock is that pastures can be 
better preserved when climatic conditions 
would otherwise make it impossible.

With two sodden winters behind us, many 
farmers would attest to the damage that the 
cows can inflict.

The miniature Hereford was originally 
bred in the US, where a Texan family decided 
the super-sizing of cattle was getting out of 
control in the 1960s. Tthe smaller breed is 
now a recognised category in the world of 
cattle officialdom.

“Miniatures are not dwarfs, they are in 
the same stud book as other Herefords, it’s 
just that they are shorter,” Alison said. 

“They have their own height standard 
and we have three sizes -  the miniatures, 
classics and the big ones as well.”

While not exactly flooding the cattle sale 
markets, the miniature Hereford movement 
has spread a long way from the Largent 
family’s Texas ranch, with studs now in New 
Zealand, Scotland and in every state of 
Australia.

Alison bought her first stock from 
Tasmania, where a vibrant industry has 
developed in recent years.

“Little Island, little state, little cows - 
but they are getting quite big over there,”
 she said.

“That’s why I think they are viable as an animal, 
because you are not wasting resources growing 
something that is going to be used as fertiliser.
 Alison Livermore

Mini Meat
UNLESS they are lucky enough 
to be born as dairy cows, most 
cattle have a one-way ticket to 
the abattoir.

The miniature-Hereford usually 
makes the same trip from farm 
to freezer, but it does have a secret 
weapon in its battle for survival - 
its cuteness.

Alison Livermore recently sold 
a young beast to a local man, who 
wanted to give it to his wife as the 
traditional leather gift of the third 
wedding anniversary. 

Rather than ending up as sirloin 
and sausages, this lucky animal 
managed to charm its way into 
a long and pampered life as a 
children’s pet.

 “That little fellow really landed 
on his hooves, I don’t think he will 
be off to the knackery,” Alsion said.

While most other miniature 
Herefords are not so lucky, Alison 
reckons it’s a stroke of good 
fortune for anyone who decides 
to freeze pack, rather than befriend 
the animals.

Asked if she had ever had 
problems sending stock to the 
slaughterhouse, the 48-year-old 
made it clear that steak trumps 
sentimentality.

“No ... they eat really well,” 
she said.

“Your steaks can be smaller,
but they are still big enough.

“We have a friend who calls 
them snack packs, which is kind 
of a cute term.”

Alison believes that much of the 
carcass of a normal Hereford is 
wasted, with bones and other non-
meat  taking up a huge percentage 
of the animal’s weight.

“Normally you get 50 per cent 
meat and 50 per cent all the other 
bits - bone and head and what-
have-you - but some (miniature 
Herefords) got to 68 per cent of 
meat because they haven’t got 
these great long legs and great big 
heads,” he said.

“While their bodies are 
smaller, they are still nuggety 
compact things. 

“That’s why I think they are 
viable as an animal, because you 
are not wasting resources growing 
something that is going to be used 
as fertiliser.”

– Danny Buttler
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Alison Livermore and 
John Murphy with 
Boomer the bull. 

Picture: KIM CARTMELL



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Gray Gamma 2.2)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (Photoshop 5 Default CMYK)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 200
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 200
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e55464e1a65876863768467e5770b548c62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc666e901a554652d965874ef6768467e5770b548c52175370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA (Utilizzare queste impostazioni per creare documenti Adobe PDF adatti per visualizzare e stampare documenti aziendali in modo affidabile. I documenti PDF creati possono essere aperti con Acrobat e Adobe Reader 5.0 e versioni successive.)
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020be44c988b2c8c2a40020bb38c11cb97c0020c548c815c801c73cb85c0020bcf4ace00020c778c1c4d558b2940020b3700020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken waarmee zakelijke documenten betrouwbaar kunnen worden weergegeven en afgedrukt. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents suitable for reliable viewing and printing of business documents.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1270 1270]
  /PageSize [744.001 1085.669]
>> setpagedevice


